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Teacher education has become a strategic priority as rapid technological change, increasingly complex societies, and the growing demand for inclusive and democratic educational systems re-shape the conditions under which teachers learn, work, and develop professionally. Training teach-ers today requires not only the development of disciplinary knowledge but also the capacity to fos-ter critical thinking, digital competence, civic engagement, intercultural understanding, and peda-gogical innovation. Within this context, the World Federation of Associations for Teacher Education (WFATE) – 8th Biennial Conference and the Association for Teacher Education in Europe (ATEE) – Spring Conference 2025, held jointly under the theme Teacher Education in a Global World, provided an international forum for researchers and practitioners to explore how teacher education can re-spond to these emerging challenges.

This special issue of UTE Teaching & Technology (Universitas Tarraconensis) Journal presents a selection of peer-reviewed papers originally presented at the World Federation of Associations for Teacher Education (WFATE) – 8th Biennial Conference and the Association for Teacher Education in Europe (ATEE) – Spring Conference 2025. The conference featured a rich and diverse scientific pro-gramme, including 120 paper presentations, 20 poster presentations, 3 symposia, and 18 doctoral contributions (Usart et al., 2025). Collectively, these contributions reflect the conference theme, Teacher Education in a Global World, while aligning the journal's commitment to advancing re-search on teacher education, educational technology, digital competence, and innovative pedagog-ical practices in diverse educational contexts-Contributions explore the role of education in foster-ing democratic participation, critical literacy, and media awareness. The article Democracy and Cit-izenship in Literary Texts in the English as a Foreign Language Classroom (Tove Vattedal, 2026) examines how in-service EFL teachers interpret democracy and citizenship through their selection and classroom use of literary texts. Its findings highlight intercultural competence as the dominant perspective, while revealing more limited attention to dissent, disagreement, and conflicts of opinion. Comple-menting this perspective, Experiential Teaching Techniques to Combat Fake News: Stepping Back to Understand (Gallon, 2026) proposes a conceptual framework of participatory and multisensory techniques designed to address both the cognitive and affective dimensions of misinformation. The contribution explores how experiential learning may complement conventional fact-checking and critical literacy approaches.

Digital transformation constitutes another central theme across this monographic issue. Inclu-sive Digital Storytelling: Tools for Self-Recognition in Italian Primary Education (Sgambelluri et al., 2026) presents the theoretical foundations and early design of an inclusive digital storytelling ap-plication aimed at supporting self-recognition, self-awareness, and future-oriented reflection among primary school pupils, including children with disabilities. Extending this perspective to teacher education, eTwinning in Initial Teacher Education as an International Collaboration Plat-form: A Scoping Review (Lockhart & Barriuso Rayo, 2026) synthesises evidence from 15 studies on how eTwinning supports the professional development of pre-service teachers, particularly in re-lation to digital and intercultural competence, collaborative pedagogical learning, and professional identity formation.

The responsible integration of emerging technologies into educational practice is further ex-plored in Design and Implementation of a Pedagogical Layer for Large Language Models for Mathe-matics Education (García Ramírez & Duch, 2026). Rather than focusing solely on technological ca-pabilities, the authors propose a pedagogical framework that supports the meaningful incorpora-tion of large language models into mathematics education, highlighting the importance of aligning artificial intelligence with sound educational principles and teacher guidance. This contribution re-flects the broader challenge of ensuring that technological innovation remains pedagogically driven and ethically grounded.

This special issue also examines institutional and professional dimensions of teacher education across diverse educational contexts. Navigating Challenges in a Unique Educational Setting: Social Supports for Hospital School Teachers (Harvey & Campbell, 2026) examines the complex realities faced by teachers working in hospital schools, emphasising the importance of social support sys-tems, professional resilience, and collaborative practices within highly specialised educational con-texts. From Document to Practice: The Treatment of Teachers’ Digital Competence in the Bachelor of Science in Education at the University of Andorra (Llopis Nebot et al., 2026) contrasts formal curric-ulum documentation with enacted teaching practice. The study reveals that course guides only par-tially represent the digital competence and digital agency demonstrated by teachers, highlighting the need to align institutional documentation more closely with actual pedagogical practice.

Taken together, these contributions reflect several priorities currently shaping teacher educa-tion and educational practice: democratic citizenship, digital and media literacy, inclusive educa-tional design, international collaboration, teachers’ digital competence, pedagogically controlled uses of artificial intelligence, and professional support across diverse educational contexts. Alt-hough they differ in their focus, methodological approaches, and levels of empirical development, they converge in highlighting the need to align educational innovation with critical, inclusive, evi-dence-informed, and context-sensitive pedagogies. As guest editors, we sincerely thank all the au-thors whose work made this special issue possible. Their contributions reflect the diversity, quality, and international scope of the scholarship presented during the WFATE–ATEE 2025 Conference. We also express our sincere appreciation to the reviewers and the editorial team, whose commit-ment and expertise ensured the academic rigour and quality of this publication.

We hope this collection will stimulate further research, foster interdisciplinary collaboration, and encourage critical reflection among teacher educators, researchers, policymakers, and practi-tioners. Above all, we trust that the ideas presented in these pages will contribute to strenghening teacher education systems that are innovative, inclusive, ethically grounded, and well equipped to address the educational challenges of an increasingly interconnected world.
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